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CHARACTERS

Woman Mezzo-soprano
Regina, a housemaid Soprano

Jacob Engstrand, her “father” Baritone

Pastor Manders Tenor

Mrs. Alving, a widow Mezzo-soprano
Oswald, her son Baritone

SETTING

The late 19th century.

PROLOGUE
A flat in eastern Paris.

ACTI &I
In and around Mrs. Alving’s estate in western Norway.

NOTE

The text arranged in Act II, Scene 1 is from “Dream-Land”
by Edgar Allan Poe. The text in Act II, Scene 2 and ActIJ,
Scene 7 is from “Some keep the Sabbath going to Church”
by Emily Dickinson.
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INSTRUMENTATION

Flute (doubling Piccolo)
Oboe
Clarinet in Bb
Bassoon
Horn in F
Trumpet in Bb
Trombone
Strings

DURATION

ACT I: 45 minutes
ACT II: 45 minutes









FROM THE COMPOSER

I kicked around the idea of writing an opera for years. Scraps and fragments of
sheet music sitting around, nothing inspired, nothing usable. My freshman year of
college I was assigned to read Ghosts by Henrik Ibsen. I remember closing the play and
thinking “how is this not an opera?!” I sat at my piano with the script in front of me.
The play begins in the rain. What does rain sound like?

—
| |
| |

-

I plucked out these sixteenth notes in the treble clef. I wrote about a dozen
variations on this phrase, strung them together, and began adapting William Archer’s
translation of Ibsen’s text into a useable libretto. Before the next morning, I had a
piano/vocal score for scene one. Two weeks later, I finished the piano/vocal for the first
act.

While studying acting at the University of Cincinnati College-Conservatory of
Music, I enrolled in an independent study with Dr. Stephen Ferre, the most
knowledgeable, artistic, and helpful music engraver I know. Under his direction, I
arranged my piano/vocal for chamber ensemble. By May, I completed the orchestral
score for act I.

The project collected dust for a few months. Having never composed a piece of
this size, I was intimidated by the idea of writing a second act. In my final meeting with
Dr. Ferre, he advised me, “don’t let this be that project you look back on and say “oh, I
wish I had finished that opera.” The further you get from it, the harder it will be to pick
back up. You need to finish your work.”

My senior year at the conservatory, I took an independent study to compose
act IT under Professor Brant Russell of the acting department— provided that I produce
a workshop of my opera by the end of the term. After composing and arranging act II
for orchestra, I was awarded two grants from CCMPower and the Scandinavian Society
of Cincinnati Foundation. With the generous support of these two organizations, I
produced a workshop of scenes from Revenants, featuring the incredible talents of
soprano Alea Vernon, tenor Manfred Anaya, and pianist Pengcheng He. After a year of
editing, I'm finally publishing the study score.

Thank you, Dr. Ferre, Professor Russell, CCMPower, the Scandinavian Society of
Cincinnati Foundation, Family, and Friends for supporting my work.

—Eli
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ACTI

Libretto adapted by ELI LUCAS from the

WILLIAM ARCHER translation of
Ghosts by HENRIK IBSEN

In a flat in East Paris, a prostitute wakes.
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The garden room of Mrs. Alving's estate.
43

Regina enters followed by Engstrand.

SCENE 1
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